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OIL Priority Bills Introduced in the lowa Legislature
Restore funding for DOA and Triple A’s

Senate File 2051. Introduced by Bolkcom on January
24, 2012 and referred to Senate Appropriations
Committee. A bill for an act relating to the department
on aging and making appropriations.

Parity reimbursement for HCBS
On January 17, 2012 the Senate Human Resources
Committee assigned Senate File 2010 (A bill for an act
relating to home and community-based services under
the medical assistance program) to a subcommittee of
Hatch, Boettger and Ragan. Continued, p5
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elderly; those citizens who have contributed much to our
society, but have exhausted their resources and are in
need of assistance to lead meaningful life.
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Chair's Corner

The State Board has had two
| meetings since our legislative
session in Sept. These meetings
have centered on developing
partnerships with AARP, lowa 4-
A’s and Department of Aging.
Outcomes of these meetings include our bills having
accurate facts and figures, bills that are more likely to
be passed by the Iowa General Assembly and a
coordination of priorities within these organizations.
We have developed a plan to advocate our priorities
which includes sending information to all the
legislators before the session begins and encouraging
all O.I.L. members to contact their representatives to
advocate for our cause. Feb. 13, 2012 we will be
teaming with the Iowa 4-A’s for an advocacy day at
the State Capital.

Membership and representation on the State Board
continues to remain a concern. Please try to recruit
folks you know. Even if they are hesitant about
attending meetings, their name on our membership roll
gains us more credibility. We need representation
from several districts on the board. We now have only
Central, North, North West, South West, South South
East and South East represented.

Our meetings have been very productive and
increased representation would only improve our
productivity.

Keep Advocating.

Ron Donald, OIL State Chair



OIL priorities are being introduced

in the Iowa Legislature
By Mike Otto

Delegates to the 2011 OIL Legislative session told
the board to find new methods to promote our priority
bills to improve their chances of influencing legislation
in the upcoming session of the lowa Legislature. Your
board listened. We asked like-minded organizations to
meet with us to develop a coordinated plan of action
promoting our similar legislative goals. AARP and the
Iowa Association of Area Agencies on Aging (i4a)
agreed to meet with us and the lowa Department on
Aging agreed to assist us in gathering accurate
supporting data.

We believe diverse agencies uniting to tell one story
will have a much greater impact on legislators than
each agency presenting similar proposals with
conflicting data. We think that the partnerships we are
forging are producing results that can have long term
benefits for seniors.

The 2012 Legislative session is young but as we are
going to press two of our four priority bills have been
introduced and assigned to committee into at least one
chamber of the Iowa Legislature. Hopefully our other
priority bills will also be introduced.

As you know having legislators assign a file number
to a piece of legislation incorporating all or part of our
priorities is just the beginning. It’s a very important
beginning, but still, it’s just the start of a very long
process before any of our priorities actually become
law. This is where you can help. OIL Secretary Ron
Jome will track the progress of our proposals and
notify us when committee action is scheduled and the
legislators handling the legislation. You can find the e-
mail addresses of all legislators elsewhere in this
newsletter. Take the time to send them a message in
your own words explaining why they should support
our proposals. As seniors, we walk the walk every day.
It’s now time for us to talk the talk as well.
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following, but it was necessary to fit the Outlook
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Jerry Behn Boone jerry.behn@legis.iowa.gov
Bill Dix Butler  |bill.dix@legis.iowa.gov

Amanda Ragan Cerro Gordo |amanda.ragan@]legis.iowa.go

Thomas G. Courtney
Tom Hancock

Des Moines |thomas.courtney@legis.iowa.
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Joe Bolkcom Johnson |joe.bolkcom@legis.iowa.gov
Robert E. Dvorsky Johnson  [robert.dvorsky@legis.iowa.g
Gene Fraise Lee cugene.fraise@legis.iowa.gov
Robert M. Hogg Linn rob.hogg@legis.iowa.gov
Wally E. Horn Linn wally.horn@]legis.iowa.gov
Liz Mathis Linn liz.mathis@legis.iowa.gov
Paul McKinley Lucas paul.mckinley@legis.iowa.go
Tom Rielly Mahaska [tom.rielly@legis.iowa.gov
Steven J. Sodders Marshall  [steve.sodders@legis.iowa.gov
Joni Ernst Montgomery [joni.ernst@]legis.iowa.gov
James F. Hahn Muscatine  [james.hahn@legis.iowa.gov




David Johnson 3 R Osceola  |david.johnson@legis.iowa.go
John P. (Jack) Kibbie 4 D Palo Alto |john.kibbie@legis.iowa.gov
Dick L. Dearden 34 D Polk dick.dearden@legis.iowa.gov
Jack Hatch 33 D Polk jack.hatch@legis.iowa.gov
Matt McCoy 31 D Polk matt.mccoy@legis.iowa.gov
Pat Ward 30 R Polk pat.ward@legis.iowa.gov
Jack Whitver 35 R Polk jack.whitver@legis.iowa.gov
Brad Zaun 32 R Polk brad.zaun@]legis.iowa.gov
Michael E. Gronstal 50 D |Pottawattamie|mike.gronstal@legis.iowa.gov
Hubert Houser 49 R |Pottawattamiefhubert.houser@legis.iowa.gov
Steve Kettering 26 R Sac steve.kettering@legis.iowa.g
Shawn Hamerlinck 42 R Scott shawn.hamerlinck@legis.iowa.
Dr. Joe M. Seng 43 D Scott joe.seng@legis.iowa.gov
Roby Smith 41 R Scott roby.smith@legis.iowa.gov
Nancy J. Boettger 29 R Shelby  [nancy.boettger@legis.iowa.g
Randy Feenstra 2 R Sioux randy.feenstra@legis.iowa.g
Robert Bacon 5 R Story robert.bacon@legis.iowa.gov
Herman C. Quirmbach| 23 D Story herman.quirmbach@legis.io.
Mark Chelgren 47 R Wapello  [mark.chelgren@legis.iowa.g
Kent Sorenson 37 R Warren  [kent.sorenson@legis.iowa.g
Sandra Greiner 45 R | Washington [sandra.greiner@legis.iowa.go
Daryl Beall 25 D Webster  |daryl.beall@legis.iowa.gov
Bill Anderson 27 R | Woodbury [bill.anderson@legis.iowa.go
Rick Bertrand 1 R | Woodbury [rick.bertrand@]legis.iowa.gov
Merlin Bartz 6 R Worth  |merlin.bartz@legis.iowa.gov
House

General Assembly: 84 (01/10/2011 - 01/13/2013)

Select

Committee Assignments House e-mail extension @legis.state.ia.us
[Name District[Party]  County  |E-mail

Clel Baudler 58 R Adair clel.baudler@]legis.state.ia.
Bob Hager 16 R | Allamakee [Bob.Hager@legis.state.ia.
Dawn E. Pettengill 39 R Benton  |dawn.pettengill@legis.stat
Deborah L. Berry 22 D | Black Hawk |deborah.berry@legis.state
Anesa Kajtazovic 21 D | Black Hawk |Anesa.Kajtazovic@legis.s
Bob M. Kressig 19 D | Black Hawk |bob.kressig@legis.state.i
'Walt Rogers 20 R | Black Hawk [Walt.Rogers@]legis.state.
Chip Baltimore 48 R Boone  [Chip.Baltimore@legis.sta
Dan Rasmussen 23 R | Buchanan [Dan.Rasmussen@]legis.sta
Gary Worthan 52 R | Buena Vista [gary.worthan@]legis.state
Pat Grassley 17 R Butler  |pat.grassley@]legis.state.ia
Jack Drake 57 R Cass jack.drake@legis.state.ia
Jeff Kaufmann 79 R Cedar jeff.kaufmann@]legis.stat
Sharon S. Steckman 13 D | Cerro Gordo [sharon.steckman@]legis.s
Daniel A. Huseman 53 R Cherokee [dan.huseman@]legis.state
Brian J. Quirk 15 D | Chickasaw [brian.quirk@]legis.state.ia
Joel Fry 95 R Clarke  [Joel.Fry@legis.state.ia.us
Roger Thomas 24 D Clayton  |roger.thomas@legis.state
Steven N. Olson 83 R Clinton [steven.olson@]legis.state.
Mary Wolfe 26 D Clinton  [Mary.Wolfe@legis.state.
Dan Muhlbauer 51 D Crawford [Dan.Muhlbauer@legis.s
Jason Schultz 55 R Crawford [jason.schultz@legis.stat
Ralph C. Watts 47 R Dallas  |ralph.watts@legis.state.i
Kurt Swaim 94 D Davis kurt.swaim@]legis.state.
Dennis M. Cohoon 88 D | Des Moines |dennis.cohoon@]legis.st
Jeff Smith 6 R | Dickinson [Jeff.Smith@legis.state.ia
Charles Isenhart 27 D Dubuque |charles.isenhart@legis.s
Steven F. Lukan 32 R Dubuque [steven.lukan@legis.stat
Patrick Murphy 28 D Dubuque |pat.murphy@legis.state
John Wittneben 7 D Emmet  |John.Wittneben@legis.s
Andrew J. Wenthe 18 D Fayette |andrew.wenthe@legis.s
Henry V. Rayhons 11 R Hancock  [henry.rayhons@legis.stat
Linda L. Upmeyer 12 R Hancock [linda.upmeyer@legis.stat
Annette Sweeney 44 R Hardin  [annette.sweeney@legis.s
Matt W. Windschitl 56 R Harrison  |matt.windschitl@legis.st

David E. Heaton 91 R Henry dave.heaton@]legis.state
Brian Moore 25 R Jackson  [Brian.Moore@legis.stat
Dan Kelley 41 D Jasper  |Dan.Kelley@legis.state
Curtis Hanson 90 D Jefferson [curt.hanson@]legis.state
Dave Jacoby 30 D Johnson |david.jacoby@]legis.sta
Vicki S. Lensing 78 D Johnson  [vicki.lensing@legis.sta
Mary Mascher 77 D Johnson |mary.mascher@legis.st
Lee Hein 31 R Jones Lee.Hein@legis.state.i
Betty R. De Boef 76 R Keokuk  [betty.deboef@legis.stat
Jerry A. Kearns 92 D Lee lierry.kearns@legis.stat
Tyler Olson 38 D Linn tyler.olson@]legis.state.
Kraig Paulsen 35 R Linn kraig.paulsen@legis.sta
Kirsten Running-Marquardt| 33 D Linn kirsten.running-marquardt
Renee Schulte 37 R Linn renee.schulte@legis.state
Todd E. Taylor 34 D Linn todd.taylor@legis.state.i
Nick Wagner 36 R Linn nick.wagner@]legis.state.
Nathan Willems 29 D Linn nate.willems@]legis.state
Thomas R. Sands 87 R Louisa  |tom.sands@legis.state.ia.u
Richard D. Arnold 72 R Lucas richard.arnold@legis.stat
Guy Vander Linden 75 R Mahaska |Guy.VanderLinden@legi
James Van Engelenhoven 71 R Marion  [jim.van.engelenhoven@]e.
Mark D. Smith 43 D Marshall  [mark.smith@legis.state.ia
Josh Byrnes 14 R Mitchell  |Josh.Byrnes@legis.state.i
Mark Lofgren 80 R | Muscatine [Mark.Lofgren@legis.state.
Royd E. Chambers 5 R O'Brien [royd.chambers@legis.stat
Richard Anderson 97 R Page richard.anderson@legis.st
Chuck Soderberg 3 R | Plymouth [chuck.soderberg@legis.sta
Tom Shaw 8 R | Pocahontas |Tom.Shaw@]legis.state.ia.
Ako Abdul-Samad 66 D Polk ako.abdul-samad@legis.st
Peter Cownie 60 R Polk peter.cownie@legis.state.i.
Ruth Ann Gaines 65 D Polk RuthAnn.Gaines@legis.st
Chris Hagenow 59 R Polk chris.hagenow@]legis.stat
Erik Helland 69 R Polk erik.helland@legis.state.i
Bruce L. Hunter 62 D Polk bruce.hunter@]legis.state.ial
Kevin Koester 70 R Polk kevin.koester@legis.state.i
Kevin M. McCarthy 67 D Polk kevin.mccarthy@legis.stat
Jo Oldson 61 D Polk jo.oldson@legis.state.ia.us
Rick Olson 68 D Polk rick.olson@]legis.state.ia.u
Kim Pearson 42 R Polk Kim.Pearson@]legis.state.i
Janet Petersen 64 D Polk lianet.petersen@legis.state.
Scott Raecker 63 R Polk scott.raecker@legis.state.i
Mark Brandenburg 100 | R |Pottawattamie|Mark.Brandenburg@legis
Greg Forristall 98 R |Pottawattamielgreg.forristall@legis.state.
Mary Ann Hanusa 99 R |Pottawattamie|MaryAnn.Hanusa@]legis.
Cecil Dolecheck 96 R Ringgold |cecil.dolecheck@]legis.stat
Jim Lykam 85 D Scott jim.lykam@]egis.state.ia.
Linda J. Miller 82 R Scott linda.miller@legis.state.i
Ross Paustian 84 R Scott Ross.Paustian@]legis.stat
Phyllis Thede 81 D Scott phyllis.thede@]legis.state.
Cindy Winckler 86 D Scott cindy.winckler@]legis.sta
Dwayne Alons 4 R Sioux dwayne.alons@]legis.state
Dave Deyoe 10 R Story dave.deyoe@legis.state.i
Lisa Heddens 46 D Story lisa.heddens@legis.state.
Beth Wessel-Kroeschell 45 D Story beth.wessel-kroeschell@
Lance J. Horbach 40 R Tama lance.horbach@]legis.state.
Mary Gaskill 93 D Wapello  [mary.gaskill@legis.state.i
Julian Garrett 73 R Warren  [Julian.Garrett@]egis.state
Glen Massie 74 R Warren  [Glen.Massie@]legis.state.
Jarad Klein 89 R | Washington [Jarad.Klein@legis.state.ia
Helen Miller 49 D Webster  |helen.miller@]egis.state.ia
David A. Tjepkes 50 R Webster [david.tjepkes@legis.state.
Chris Hall 2 D | Woodbury |Chris.Hall@legis.state.ia.
Ron Jorgensen 54 R | Woodbury [Ron.Jorgensen@legis.stat
Jeremy Taylor 1 R | Woodbury [Jeremy.Taylor@legis.stat
Stewart Iverson 9 R Wright Stewart.Iverson@legis.st




HF-45 Reorganization Goes Forward
With 5 District Triple A Plan — What

It Means for Iowa Seniors
Submitted

On 3/7/11, Governor Branstad signed and the
Legislature passed HF-45-a Plan for reduction in the
number of Area Agencies on Aging (AAA). lowa
Department on Aging (IDA) did submit a plan for
reducing the number of AAA’s in the state, effective
July 1, 2012. The Plan will be submit by IDA to the
Standing Committees on Human Resources of the
Senate and House of Representatives and the Joint
Appropriations subcommittee on Health and Human
Services. This is all currently in process.

Currently, there are 13 AAA’s throughout Iowa.
IDA held Community Conversations in several
counties throughout the state and one of the topics was
to receive input on HF-45 as well as to hear of other
challenges aging lowans are facing.

On August 16", Director Donna Harvey from IDA,
submit a Plan to Iowa Commission on Aging,
recommending a Map showing 13 AAA’s, merging
into 5 new AAA’s. A public hearing was held January
6, 2012 in Des Moines for comments regarding AAA
Reorganization.

The AAA Reorganization Plan was presented to the
Senate Human Resources Committee on 1/12/12.
Senators brought questions forth regarding the size of
the proposed new Area 1 Agency (Western Merger)
and asked for further clarification.

The Commission on Aging was then presented two
options on 1/13/12, by the Department on Aging,
based upon four comments received at public hearing
held January 6, 2012; two comments in favor of the
recommended Planning and Service Area map and two
comments in favor of splitting Area 1 into two areas.

The Commission on Aging voted on 1/13/12 to
move forward with option 1, 5 PSA’s (Planning and
Service Areas) coinciding with 5 Area Agencies.

The Department on Aging Timetable clarified that
each of the 5 new AAA’s will need to write a Request
for Application (RFA) depicting and designing a
PLAN for services in their respective Planning and
Service Areas/Agencies. Other community entities
within the state may also submit RFA’s if they are able
to meet the requirements for providing services within
the context of those currently being provided to seniors
within lTowa. A multi-disciplinary team will then
review RFA’s and choose those entities that will be
named as the new 5 AAA’s PSA/Area Agencies on

Aging).

There are also some legal bills that have been filed
that need to be submit to both chambers of the House
and Senate that will be discussed soon regarding
AAA’s and some technical issues as well.

AAA’s may experience name changes when
merging and some staff titles/duties may change as
well.  Our focus continues to be that of serving
aging Iowans to the best of our abilities in order
that they maintain a quality of life at home as long
as possible.

Discussion by lowa State Department on Aging
concerning Chapter 4 in particular, state that, “after
analysis and review of this rule making, no impact on
jobs has been found”.

The reorganization is expected to take 2-5 years
until completion. For consideration when merging,
there are several things to consider, but most
importantly, the impact on providing the same services
to seniors and in the best, most efficient and effective
manner as well as a way to measure whether this
indeed happens. We hope to continue our grassroots
way of providing services and find other ways to assist
seniors as  well. Other considerations are
organizational in nature and involve: employee health
coverage, retirement benefits, salaries, computer
programs to measure how we are assisting seniors and
if the services are being met, communications, merging
Board of Directors, Advisory Councils etc.

As AAA’s move forward through this
reorganization process, we ask for your support and
patience. If you have questions, please contact the
AAA in your region. We would be glad to answer any
questions you have. Our focus is on seniors! That
will always remain true!

A proposal to split District 1 into two separate
districts was not approved leaving one mega district
across the western half of lowa intact.



Lesiglative Actions important to seniors

Continued from p1.

Parity Reimbursement for HCBS

Senate File 2053

By Bolkcom, Quirmbach, Mathis, Wilhelm, Jochum,
Ragan, Danielson, Seng, Dotzler, Hatch, Horn, Fraise,
Courtney, Beall, Gronstal and Schoenjahn.

An act relating to reimbursement for services provided
under a medical assistance home and community-based
services waiver.

RE: Parity Reimbursement for HCBS

E-mail to Bob Welch

Thanks for your e-mail. We are taking a look at this
proposal. Right now, we are awaiting a response from the
Department of Human Services on the financial impact of
making the change proposed here. Once we get that
information back from DHS, | will be happy to share it with
you.

House Majority Leader Linda Upmeyer, R-Hancock

Senate File 2051 financial requests:
Reinstate funding for DOA and Triple A’s

e 529,942,577 for 35 full time equivalent
positions

e $450,000 for delivery of long-term care
services to seniors with low or moderate
income

e $179,946 transferred to department of
economic development for RSVP program

e $11,850,000 for meeting the mandate of the
Olmstead decision to provide home and
community based services and thus reduce
long term care

e $2,500,000 for statewide aging and disability
resource center

e 52,600,000 for elder abuse intervention and
protection

e 5$390,000 to support reduction in AAA's as
required

e 52,300,000 for unmet needs of seniors

House File 2073 (A bill for an act relating to the use of
the elder index to determine provision of services and
programs for older individuals.) was introduced by
Hunter on January 23, 2012 and referred to Human
Resources Committee and a subcommittee of Schulte,
Hunter, and Jorgenson.

"This bill relates to the use of the elder index in
determining eligibility for programs and services under
the purview of the department of elder affairs pursuant
to the federal Older Americans Act.

The bill defines "elder index" and directs the
department on aging to amend the state plan on aging
and submit the amended plan to the United States
administration on aging for approval to allow the use
of the elder index in determining eligibility for
programs and services under the state plan. If the state
plan amendment is approved, the department on aging
is directed to use the elder index in determining
eligibility for all needs-based programs for older
individuals under the department's purview and require
each area agency on aging to use the elder index in
preparing needs assessments and in the development of
each area agency on aging plan. lowa department on
aging is directed to update the elder index annually
following approval."

OIL Priority Bill — Strengthen Assisted Living Facilities
Senate File 2060

By Bolkcom

A bill for an act relating to services provided by
assisted living programs and requiring the adoption of
rules. Not yet introduced and referred to committee
as of Wednesday January 25.

Legislator acknowledges OIL Priority Bill Letter

Mike,

Thank you for the letter highlighting the Older lowans
Legislature’s priorities. I appreciate the effort that goes
into selecting the issues on which to focus and look
forward to an opportunity to move them forward.
Please do not hesitate to contact me about these or any
other issues. I also send a weekly email update on
issues at the Capitol. If you wish to receive just let me
know.

Best regards,

Representative Tyler Olson, D-Linn

OIL members are the boss

Unlike some much larger senior advocacy organizations,
OIL members meet annually to write, debate and vote on
issues important to seniors. You set the agenda. You
provide overall direction to the board.

Many other organizations work from the top down and tell
members the priorities they’ve set.

So if someone asks what you get for your OIL membership.
Tell them you get a seat at the head table.

You'll even have your own microphone if you come to Des
Moines and help us debate the issues. If you haven'’t paid
your 2012 dues, send Francis a check. He loves to get that
kind of mail.



2012 OIL Dues Information

The lowa General Assembly is
back in session and your OIL Board
has worked hard to get our priority
bills to the right legislators for
action this year. Each one of our
members (this means you) will need
to keep in contact with vyour
legislators and encourage them to support our
priorities for the seniors of lowa. There are
expenses for materials involved besides all the
volunteer hours it takes for our advocacy. This is the
beginning of a new year, so I’'m asking for you to
renew your membership now for 2012 if you haven’t
already paid. Dues are $25 per individual and $250
per professional organization.

The Older lowans Legislature is funded solely by
your dues and funds from our Shining Star
Agencies. We are a non-profit organization, so all
dues are tax deductible. Donations are also very
welcome.

Please send your check payable to OIL to:

Francis Thom - OIL Treasurer

205 S 10th St
Centerville, IA 52544

Your Input Is Needed For
F uturq Outlook Issues

fp— This is very much
your newsletter and
nothing could make
it better than fto
have articles and
comments that are
important to you
and OIL in it
Please send me
articles, stories and
' information that you
feel other OIL members would be interested in reading.
You don’t have to wait for the next issue. Send it to me
whenever you’re thinking about it and let me worry
about being able to find it when | need it. As with any
publication, space often dictates what and when
something is published. Official notices of meetings and
the action taken will take precedence. As a former
newspaper editor, publisher and owner and now as
editor of this publication, | know I'll offer my opinion
from time to time, but | promise I'll try to keep it to a
minimum. Thanks for your continued support.

Mike Otto

Older lowans Legislature

Membership Application or Renewal of Membership
(please print) *

Name:

Address:

City:

State & Zip code:

E-Mail:

Phone:

Individual: $25 — Professional Agency - $250
Sustaining Contributor — corporation - $1,000
Silver Contributor —contribution/grant - $2,500
Send membership contribution to:

Older lowans Legislature

c/o Francis Thom, Treasurer

205 S. 10t St. - Centerville, IA 52544
(tax deductible)

OIL’s State Board of Directors

Ron Donald — President
rdonald@netins.net (319) 551-1737

Mike Otto- Vice President
otto@tcaexpress.net , (712) 949-3786

Ron Jome, Secretary ron.jome@agingresources.com-
janron@netins.net- (515)633-9534

Francis Thom, Treasurer
billyt9@mchsi.com - (641) 856-2505
Joy Eden — South District
joymeden@hotmail.com (641)-746-2749

Eileen Heiden, North Central Dist.
heidenj@witcc.edu - (712) 263-4110

Harvey Martens, Central District
hmartens4(@mchsi.com (515) 255-1061

Diane Naujokaitis, South West District
gramrobbie@juno.com , (712) 347-6655
Bob Welsh — SE District
welshbob@aol.com - (319) 354-4618

Neil Wubben, North District
k7n4wé63@osage.net, (641) 732-3836

The OIL Newsletter Team
Mike Otto — Editor
Lila Kramer — Circulation Manager
Ron Jome — Electronic Circulation

We want to thank the Heritage Area Agency on Aging for their
ongoing generous help printing this document four times yearly
and thanks to Aging Resources of Central lowa for serving as the
OIL “Host Agency”



